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Tim Gleason (pictured here with 
daughter, Mary Rose) became the first 
full-time commissioner of the Ohio 
Athletic Conference (OAC) in 1991.  
Previously he had been promotions 
and licensing coordinator for the NCAA 
(1980-83) and assistant executive 
director for the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 
(NACDA) from 1983-91.  While at 
NACDA, Gleason was managing 
editor of Athletics Administration. His 
editorial regarding President Reagan’s 
tax plan made headlines in the New 
York Times in 1985.

Gleason was a member of the NCAA Division III Management Council 
from 2005-08.  He chaired the prestigious NCAA Honors Committee and was 
a member of the Championships Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, 
Infractions Appeals Committee, Legislation Committee and Division III Football 
Committee.

Born in Pittsburgh, Gleason grew up in Youngstown, Ohio where he graduated 
from Chaney High School in 1973.  He was a member of the track team and vice 
president of the senior class.  He received his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sports 
Administration from St. Thomas University in 1979 and a Master of Arts Degree 
in Counseling Education from Cleveland State University in 1986.  He was St. 
Thomas’s Alumni-of-the-Year in 1983.

Gleason and his wife Sherry reside in 
Mineral Ridge, Ohio and have three daughters, 
Shannon, Bethany and Mary Rose.
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“From Black to Gold belongs on every  
bookshelf in Steeler Nation.”  - Rocky Bleier
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